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though, as a Christian, I must lament that he purchased it
at so high a price, and in the most solemn and conspicuous
manner declared himself, by his pilgrimage, the follower of the
false prophet.

To us, whose religion shews itself in a calmer and colder,
and yet, it may be, a deeper feeling, those circuitings, even by
the aged, and persons who think themselves philosophers, are
preposterous; yet in all ages and countries dances and pro-
cessions have been introduced into the rites of religion. Even
under those systems of Christianity which appeal more to
the imagination than to the reason, processions are of fre-
quent occurrence; while there are, even, among Protestants,
sects, happily few in number, who, from their extravagant
motions, derive the name of Shakers and Jumpers. When
Cook and other navigators revealed to us the coral reefs
and volcanic isles, which, like gems, bedeck the Pacific Ocean,
they described the religious dances of Tahiti, which happily
no longer desecrate that now Christian island. And the classical
student knows how largely such performances entered into the
Greek and Roman worship, and that the chorus at the feasts of
Bacchus, with its various attitudes before his altar, originated
the drama. On occasions of especial joy, thankfulness shewed
itself in this way, even under the Jewish dispensation, as when
Miriam, leading on the women with timbrels, repeated the song
of triumph to Jehovah for delivering his people from, the
Egyptians; and when David, on bringing into Jerusalem the
ark of the Lord, danced with all his might. The concluding
psalm is an invitation to every thing that has breath to praise
the Lord, not only with wind and stringed instruments, but
also in the dance. The practice is familiar to the different
orders of Dervishes, who whirl round with a rapidity which
almost makes the spectator giddy, and often end in falling on
the ground in a swoon. These mystics are more attached to
pantheism and their own presumed absorption into the Deity,
than to the simple creed of Mohammed; yet their dances pro-
bably are imitations of the circuiting^ of the Caaba, which
might be meant to repeat the revolutions of the planets.